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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JULY 2, 2012 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. at City Hall by Mayor Earenfight, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Mayor Earenfight, Council Members Laney and Mathison.  Members 

Brisbin and Kowalski were excused absent.  Also present were Administrator 

Piasecki, Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann, Public Works Director Horvath, and 

Engineer Bittner.     

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Laney/Mathison unanimous to approve the agenda as presented.       

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Mathison/Laney unanimous to approve the meeting minutes of the June 18, 

2012 Regular Meeting as presented. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA Laney/Mathison unanimous to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #34291 - #34307 in the amount of $29,294.07 and electronic checks 

(#781 - #791) in the amount of $58,025.40 as presented.   

b. Approve payment to the Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer in the amount of $268,105.00 (invoice #8301) 

for 2012 first half Law Enforcement Contract Services provided by the Sherburne County Sheriff’s 

Department, to be paid from the Public Safety Budget (101-42000-440), as recommended by staff.   

c. Approve the minutes of the May 21, 2012 Regular Council meeting as corrected, noting that Mayor 

Earenfight was not present during the meeting.       

d. Adopt RESOLUTION #12-07-01, approving participation in the Performance Measurement Program 

through the Council on Local Results and Innovation for 2012, as presented and as recommended by staff.   

 

OPEN FORUM   There was no one present to address the Council during Open Forum.   

 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Patrol Captain Don Starry provided an overview of activities for the month of June 2012.  Sixty-eight offenses 

were charged by citation in the month of June.  The Sheriff’s Department responded to 338 calls for service in 

June 2012, compared to 318 during the same time period in 2011.  Reported incidents included 7 thefts, 2 thefts 

from vehicles, 3 property damage reports, and 1 motor vehicle accidents with injuries and 5 property damage 

complaints.  Starry reported that fireworks complaints are increasing and described for the public what fireworks 

are legal in the state of Minnesota. Starry noted that several juveniles were recently cited for curfew violations.   

 

Council accepted the Sheriff’s Department Report for June 2012 as presented.   

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Fire Chief Ryan Maloney presented the Fire Department report for the month of June 2012. The Department 

responded to 3 medical calls, 3 gas leaks, 4 fire alarms, 3 injury accidents with extrication, 1 gas leak, 3 fire 

alarms, 3 grass fires, a vehicle fire and a rubbish fire.  Maloney reported that the Sherburne County Sheriff’s 

Department received the grant for Hazardous Mitigation, of which the City will be a participant.  Due to the dry 

conditions, burning restrictions have been imposed until further notice.     

 

Council accepted the Fire Department Report for June 2012 as presented.   
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RESOLUTION #12-07-02 Laney/Mathison unanimous to accept the donation of $1,200.00 from the 

Zimmerman Fire Relief Association for the purchase of equipment for the 

Public Works Kubota.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

 

Project Updates 

 

 Leachate Pilot Study 

Engineer Bittner reported that the Pilot Study for treatment of leachate from the Elk River Waste 

Management landfill has been completed.  The study confirmed that the City could successfully pretreat raw 

landfill leachate with slight modifications to our system.  The next step would be to proceed to a preliminary 

design phase of the project, which would include the development of a preliminary design and cost estimate 

for full scale leachate treatment, pursuit of grant opportunities and initiation of negotiations with Waste 

Management.  Bolton & Menk would provide these services for a fee of $55,000.  Deb Walters, representing 

Waste Management, advised Council that Waste Management is happy with the results of the study and 

interested in pursuing a partnership with the City for treatment of the leachate.   

 

Council agreed by consensus to delay consideration of any additional action on a preliminary design 

phase until the August 6, 2012 Regular Council meeting.   

 

 Fremont Avenue/CSAH 4 Reconstruction Project 

Construction on the City’s portion of the CSAH 4 Reconstruction began on Monday, June 23, one week 

earlier than anticipated.  Work on the new water main began this morning and will continue through the end 

of the day on July 3, when the crew will break until July 9 to accommodate holiday travel.  Discussion was 

held regarding the reuse or removal of curbing in the construction zone.  Engineer Bittner distributed a color 

coded map indicating what was being kept versus removed.  If Council desires, all the curbing could be 

removed and replaced with new curbing for an additional $50,000.   

 

Council agreed by consensus to delay consideration on the replacement of additional curbing until the 

July 16 Regular Council meeting.   

 

 Fremont Avenue Watermain Replacement 

Bittner reported that the Contractor began work on Tuesday, June 24.  The s3econda phase of the project 

began earlier today.  The project will be completed in three phases.  The most difficult part of the project will 

not be drilling, but making connections as the existing water main is down 12 feet, which is deeper than 

anticipated.    No action taken.   

 

 Highway 169 Overlay 

MN Dot will begin the mill and overlay of Highway 169 on Monday, July 9.  They will be adding 

acceleration and deceleration lanes for trucks, removing some crossovers, and completing storm sewer work. 

The project should take approximately 120 days.   No action taken.   

 

Participation in MN Warn Event 

The city recently provided pumps to assist with water removal of flood ravaged areas in Barnum and Moose Lake.  

No action taken.   

 

Pickup Truck Purchase 

Horvath reported that the City’s fleet of pickup trucks is aging and trucks need to be replaced.  The youngest 

vehicle in the fleet is 11 years old and has 85,000 miles on it.  Horvath will be budgeting in 2013 to replace 
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vehicles and will be asking for Council approval for the purchase of a new Public Works vehicle at the July 16 

Council meeting.   No action taken.   

 

Retaining Wall Repair 

The retaining wall behind the old RJ’s building is beginning to lean and is in need of repair or replacement. 

Horvath would like to replace the wall with blocks instead of timbers, at a cost of approximately $8,000.00.  No 

action taken.    

 

Employee Injury 

Horvath reported that one of the Public Works employees was injured on the job on Friday, June 29 and is out 

until further notice.  The League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust has been notified and appropriate paperwork 

has been filed for Worker’s Compensation.   

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

 

Mayor Earenfight reminded the audience that the Farmer’s Market is now setting up in the parking lot in Lions 

Park on Tuesdays from 3 – 6:30 p.m. due to current road construction on County Road 4.  Staff has provided 

notification of the change on the City’s website, cable access channel and electronic information sign to assist in 

notifying the public of the new location.  

 

RESOLUTION #12-07-03  Laney/Mathison unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #12-07-03 accepting 

the donation of $3,000 from the Zimmerman Area Youth Baseball 

Association for the development of Ron Ehley Field.    

 

Michelle Benson, Senator, District 49, introduced herself to the Council and advised that due to recent re-

districting, she was running for office for the newly created District 37, which included the City of Zimmerman.   

 

Before adjourning, Mayor Earenfight asked for a moment of silence in honor of US Military Personnel.    

 

Mathison/Laney unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 p.m.  Motion carried.   

 

Approved this 16th day of July, 2012. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 


