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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JUNE 18, 2012 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:01 

p.m. at City Hall by Mayor Earenfight, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Mayor Earenfight, Council Members Brisbin, Kowalski, Laney, and 

Mathison. Also present were Administrator Piasecki, Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann, 

Public Works Director Horvath, and Engineer Bittner.          

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Brisbin/Mathison unanimous to approve the agenda as presented.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Mathison/Brisbin unanimous to approve the following meeting minutes: 

 June 4, 2012 Regular Council Meeting as presented 

 June 11, 2012 Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented 

   

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

Before approving the consent agenda, Member Kowalski wished to discuss consent agenda item g. Establish 

Investment Account with UBS Investments.  Member Kowalski believes that since UBS is identified as a “foreign 

corporation” according to MN statute, they act outside the jurisdiction of the State of Minnesota. In her opinion, 

this action forces our constituents to purchase from a foreign entity.  She also feels that the agreement as written, 

would allow the City Administrator and Clerk/Treasurer, identified as account representative with UBS, to access 

City funds at any time and act without Council authority.  She is concerned with the liability this action would 

place on both individuals.   

 

Piasecki explained that Council is being requested to establish an investment account with a brokerage firm, 

which the City is allowed to do pursuant to MN Statute 118A.05.  Tillmann and Piasecki are identified in the 

paperwork as Account Representatives, meaning they are authorized to discuss investments with the firm.  Any 

purchases would require Council direction and approval, which is identified in the City’s purchasing policy and 

has been the procedure for a number of years.   

 

Member Brisbin pointed out that the City established an investment account with Multi-Bank Securities, based 

out of Michigan in 2010, on a unanimous vote of the Council. Tillmann added that the City has also had an 

investment account with ICD Securities based out of Arizona for about 15 years.   Attorney Mattick has reviewed 

the documentation provided and has no concerns with anything in the paperwork.    

 

Brisbin/Mathison unanimous to approve the consent agenda as presented as follows:  

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #34252 - #34288 and #34222) in the amount of $29,985.42 as 

presented.  

b. Accept the Building Permit Summary Report of May 2012 as presented. 

c. Accept the May 2012 City Investment/Funds Report for May 2012 as presented. 

d. Accept Pay Request #12192-03 from Donohue & Associates, authorizing payment in the amount of $1,621.19 

(ck #34290) for Project Management Services for the SBR Digester Cover project, as recommended by staff. 

e. Accept Invoice #147896 authorizing payment to Bolton & Menk in the amount of $12,597.75 (ck #34289) for 

Project Management Services related to the Force Main Replacement Project, for the month of April 2012, as 

recommended by staff.  
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f. Accept Invoice #147897 authorizing payment to Bolton & Menk in the amount of $7,669.0 (ck #34289) for 

Project Management Services related to the CSAH 4 Improvement Project, for the month of April 2012, as 

recommended by staff.  

g. Adopt RESOLUTION #12-06-08, authorizing staff to establish an investment account with Multi-Bank 

Securities, Inc. for investment purposes.   

h. Approve an event permit application for a 1-mile & 3-mile Run to be held on September 29, 2012, as 

requested by the Zimmerman Schools Physical Education Department, 25959 4
th
 Street West, with staging at 

the Westwood Elementary School, and approve the closing of certain roads, identified on the map provided, 

for the duration of the event.   

  

Roll call on the motion:  Brisbin, aye; Earenfight, aye; Kowalski, naye; Laney, naye; Mathison, aye.  

Motion carried.    

 

OPEN FORUM There was no one present to address the Council during Open Forum.  

 

PARK BOARD REPORT 

 

Tom Wilkinson, Park Board Chair, presented the Park Board Report of  June 13, 2012.   

 

Appointment to Fill Commission Vacancy 

Wilkinson reported that the Park Board interviewed Tim Sevcik to fill the vacant Park Commission seat, and 

recommends appointment by the City Council.  Kowalski expressed concern that an appointment was being 

requested prior to an application being completed.     

 

Mathison/Brisbin unanimous to approve the appointment of Tim Sevcik to fill the vacant seat on the Park 

Commission, effective immediately through January 31, 2015, as recommended by the Park Commission.     

 

Pioneer Ponds Playground Equipment 

The park equipment in Pioneer Ponds was removed in 2011 due to non-compliance with ADA regulations.  Since 

that time, the Park Commission has been reviewing options for new equipment.  Quotes have been received from 

two different vendors for a 10-foot swing unit, including 4 swings, timbers and matting.  Installation would be 

done by the Public Works Department.  The Park Commission recommends Council accept the quote from 

Xccent Park and Recreation for $4,328.44, including shipping and handling.     

 

Brisbin/Mathison unanimous to accept the quote from Xccent Park and Recreation for a 10-foot Swing 

Unit, 4 seat, 2 by with 2 seat belts, 2 infant seats and galvanized chains, with related equipment, and 

authorize the purchase of said equipment at a cost of $4,328.44, with funds to paid from the Park Fund 

(Fund 226), as recommended by the Park Commission.   

 

Mathison/Kowalski unanimous to approve the minutes of the June 13 12, 2011 Park Board meeting as 

presented.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

Engineer Bittner reported that bids were received and opened on June 12 for the Fremont Avenue Watermain 

Improvement.  Three bids were received and opened, with all three bids being checked and tabulated.  The low 

bid was received from GM Contracting in the amount of $264,007.23, which is 27% higher than the Engineer’s 

estimate of the project.  Bittner attributed the increase to a general increase in construction expenses over the past 

few years and recommends acceptance of the bid.   

 

RESOUTION #12-06-09 Kowalski/Brisbin unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #12-06-08, accepting 

the low bid of GM Contracting for the construction of a new water main 
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along Fremont Avenue at 120
th

 Street, at a bid price of $264,007.33, , as 

presented and as recommended by Public Works Staff and the City 

Engineer.     

 

FINANCE REPORT – Presented by Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann  

 

2011 Audit Report 

Tillmann reported that Matt Vos, Audit Manager, Abdo, Eick & Meyers, presented the annual audit report at the 

Committee of the Whole Meeting on June 11, 2012.   No changes were requested by Council upon review.   After 

approval, the report will be forwarded to the Office of the State Auditor by the June 30 deadline, as required.   

 

Kowalski/Laney unanimous to accept the 2011 Audit Report and Financial Statements as presented and 

approve submission of said reports to the Office of the State Auditor, as recommended by staff.   

 

May 2012 Monthly Budget Report 

Council reviewed the May 2012 Budget report, which included a listing of all cash balances by fund as of May 

31, 2012, as well as line item expenditures and revenues for the General Fund and Water and Sewer Funds.    

Tillmann pointed out three additional reports included in the report regarding the reconciliation of the monthly 

bank statement and monthly utility billing, which stem from the 2011 Audit report.  Council will see these reports 

on a monthly basis, in an effort to eliminate the segregation of duties finding in future audit reports.   

 

Brisbin/Laney unanimous to accept the May, 2012 Budget Report as presented.  

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

 

Mayor Earenfight read aloud a letter from the City of Sartell expressing their gratitude for assistance provided by 

the Zimmerman/Livonia Fire Department at the recent Verso Paper Mill fire.   

 

Mayor Earenfight noted the following events: 

 Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament was held on June 15 at the Princeton Golf Course.  It was a well-

attended event.  Many thanks to those that participated and/or donated prizes and raffle items for the event.   

 ZAYAA Baseball Tournament was held June16-17 at the City Park.  Sixty teams participated with over 3,000 

people attending over the course of the event.   

 Butterfly Tour – June 23, Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge 

 City Offices will be closed on Wednesday, July 4, in observance of the Independence Day Holiday. 

 

Before adjourning, Mayor Earenfight asked for a moment of silence in honor of US military personnel.   

   

Brisbin/Kowalski unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 p.m.     

 

Approved this 2nd day of July, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 


