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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2015 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. at City Hall by Mayor Earenfight, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Mayor Earenfight, Council Members Mathison and Nathe.  Members 

Brisbin and Merwin were excused absent.  Also present were Administrator 

Piasecki, Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann and Public Works Director Johnson.     

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Mathison/Nathe unanimous to approve the agenda as presented.       

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Nathe/Mathison unanimous to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2015 

Regular Meeting as presented.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA Mathison/Nathe unanimous to approve the consent agenda as presented as 

follows: 

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #37072 - #37108) in the amount of $19,666.14 and electronic 

payments (e-check #1177 - #1182) in the amount of $133,736.18 as presented.   

b. Approve payment to Fergus Power Pump, Inc., in the amount of $16,489.44 (ck #37109) for semi-annual bio-

solids hauling, as identified on Invoice #19388, with funds to be paid from the SBR Budget (602-49480-460), 

as indicated by the Public Works Director. 

c. Approve payment to RB’s Computer Service, in the amount of $5,043.92 (ck #36110) for the purchase of a 

Lenovo Think Server and related software and equipment, as identified on invoice #26693, with funds to be 

split between the General Fund, and Water and Sewer Funds, as recommended by staff. 

d. Accept the Building Permit Summary Report for April, 2015, as presented.   

e.   Approve liquor license renewals for the following establishments, for the period of July 1, 2015 – June 30, 

2016, pending receipt and acceptance of all application materials, as recommended by staff: 

 Bohnhoff Enterprises, Inc., dba Frontier Liquor (Off Sale) – 26207 Fremont Drive 

 JDJ Inc., dba Uptown Off-Sale (Off Sale) – 25965 Main Street 

 Kraiggers, Inc., dba The  Whistling Pickle (On-Sale) – 12606 Fremont Avenue  

 Kriesel-Jacobsen American Legion Post 560 (Club On-Sale) – 12674 Fremont Avenue 

 Northern Tier Retail LLC dba Speedway Super America #4535 (3.2 Off Sale) – 26075 – 3
rd

 Street East 

 P & A Liquor LLC dba P & A Liquor (Off Sale) – 26025 – 3
rd

 Street East 

 RS Zimmerman Enterprises LLC dba Angeno’s Pizza, Pasta and Bar/Zimmerman Bar & Grill (On-Sale) 

– 13100 Fremont Avenue 

 Stroh, Curtis R., dba Papa's Italian (Wine On-Sale) – 26140 – 3
rd

 Street East 

 TJP Bowl, Inc., dba Zimmerman Bowling Alley (On-Sale) – 25920 Gateway Drive 

e. Approve the permit application for public dances and entertainment to be held on May 22, 23 and 24, 2015, in 

conjunction with the Wild West Days Celebration, until 12:00 a.m., as requested by Angeno’s Pizza and 

Pasta, 13100 Fremont Avenue, Zimmerman, MN 55398.   

f. Approve the Sewer & Water Installer License Applications for the following vendors, for the period of May 

19 – December 31, 2015: 

 Randall Gifford dba First Choice Plumbing and Heating, LLC, 29948 Highway 47 NW, Isanti, MN   

 Kris Heidelberger dba Heidelberger Enterprise Inc., 30132 – 105
th
 Street NW, Princeton, MN   

 Mitchell Perry dba Perry & Sons Excavating, 9752 – 292
nd

 Street, Chisago City,  MN   
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OPEN FORUM  
Jodi Acker, 13556 – 4

th
 Avenue South, Zimmerman, was present to discuss the property located at 25757 – 136

th
 

Street NW, in Marturano Meadows.  The property is currently vacant, in foreclosure and appears run-down.  

Acker lives across the street. She and a group of her neighbors would like the City to consider purchasing the 

property, removing the house and converting the property into an open space area for a sculpture garden, splash 

pad, veterans memorial or other type of green space to beautify the community.  The property could be used as an 

educational tool for Westwood Elementary School, which is located across the street.  The neighbors feel this 

vacant property is having an adverse effect on values of surrounding properties.  No action taken.   

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Patrol Captain Bob Stangler, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department, provided an overview of activities for 

the month of April, 2015.  The department received 313 calls for service, including 99 traffic stops with 36 

offenses charged by citation, as opposed 304 calls for service in the same time period in 2014 and 350 calls in 

2013.    There were two thefts reported during the month of April, plus 1 crash with injuries and four property 

damage vehicle crashes. One criminal damage to property complaint was received and investigated by the 

Sheriff’s Department.   Stangler added that the speed wagon was placed on 22
nd

 Street on three occasions as 

requested.  On average, the majority of vehicles traveling on 22
nd

 Street during the test days were moving at 

speeds below the posted speed limit.   

 

Stangler reported that he was contacted last week by one of the event organizers for this weekend’s Wild West 

Days celebration.  He was advised that the parade would include an 1890’s re-enactment group and they intended 

to shoot antique weapons or replicas of antique weapons; however they would not be using live ammunition in the 

parade, but would be shooting up to approximately 200 rounds of blanks.  After extensive discussion, Council 

feels it would be more appropriate to have a time specific re-enactment event at a stationary site, and not a part of 

the parade, which would allow event goers to decide if they wanted to attend, instead of being subjected to the 

sounds of gunfire throughout the parade.  Stangler will contact the Civic Club and advise of the Council’s wishes.   

 

Council agreed by unanimous consensus to accept the Law Enforcement Report for April, 2015, as 

presented.   
 

PARK BOARD REPORT 

Tim Sevcik, Park Board Chair, presented the Park Board report of May 13, 2015.   Sevcik reported that the 

Disc Golf course has been completed for about a year and is very heavily used by the public.   Public Works 

Director Johnson has been approached by a resident requesting permission to install concrete tee boxes at the  

Disc Golf Course, which would include the donation of labor for the installation.  Johnson estimates the cost of 

materials to be approximately $1,000, which could be paid from the Park Fund.   

 

Mathison/Nathe unanimous to accept a donation of labor to install concrete tee boxes at the Disc Golf  

Course at the City park, with materials provided by the City as a cost not to exceed $1,500, with funds to be 

taken from the Park Fund as recommended by staff and the Park Board.   

 

The Park Board was approached by Ms. Emmie Lee, a teacher at Spectrum High School, about installing a Little 

Free Library (LFL) at Meadows North Park (Horvath Park), similar to the one placed at City Hall by the 

Zimmerman Girl Scouts.  The LFL at Meadows North Park would be constructed, sponsored and maintained by 

Spectrum High School.  If Council approves of the placement, Sevcik will have Ms. Lee contact Public Works 

Director Johnson to coordinate the installation of Spectrum High School’s Little Free Library.     

  

Mathison/Nathe unanimous to approve the placement of  Little Free  Library at Meadows North Park 

(Horvath Park) by Spectrum High School in coordination with the Public Works Department, as 

recommended by the Park Board.   
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At their meeting, the Park Board discussed the development of a long-range park plan identifying future park 

development, operations and maintenance, to facilitate in goal setting and funding for the City’s growth in the 

next 10 – 20 years.   The Board feels that with the population growing, the Park Board and the City should be 

proactive preparing for that future growth.   No action taken. 

 

Mathison/Nathe unanimous to accept the minutes of the May 13, 2015 Park Board meeting as presented.   

 

2014 AUDIT PRESENTATION 

Matthew Vos, Audit Manager, and Mark Ebensteiner, Audit Supervisor, Abdo, Eick, and Meyers (AEM), 

LLP, presented the City’s 2014 Audit report.  Ebensteiner referenced the Management Letter dated April 30, 

2015, advising that AEM’s job as the City’s audit firm is to give an opinion on the financial statements.  

According to their testing, the numbers presented are correct and consistent and they are giving an unmodified 

and clean opinion on the state of the City’s finances.  Council was reminded of the importance of their 

involvement and participation in all areas of finance.    

 

Vos and Ebensteiner reviewed the Management Letter with the City Council.  There was one comment related to 

internal controls in the 2014 audit, regarding drafting of the audited financial statements and related footnote 

disclosures of part of the regular audit services they provide.  Comments relating to the preparation of the 

financial statements are hard to eliminate due to the technical nature of auditing standards under GASB principles.  

The City has good compensating controls in place to reduce the finding to a significant deficiency.     

 

Council adopted a Fund Balance Policy related to GASB 54 in 2012 and continues to abide by the parameters 

identified in the policy.  Vos reported that the City’s fund balance increased by $25,998 from 2013.  Currently, 

the City’s unrestricted General Fund balance is at about 68%, which is slightly less than the previous year.  

Council has identified a desire to maintain a minimum 50% of Fund Balance as unrestricted for operating 

expenses, and has committed approximately $351,000 for specific purposes.  Vos pointed out that while 

expenditures have been maintained at a relatively constant level over the past 5 years, budgeted revenues and 

expenses for 2014 were lower than budgeted in previous years and the General Fund balance has stayed relatively 

constant.   

 

The cash balance of the Water Fund has remained relatively stable over the past three years, and appears adequate 

for debt requirement and operational needs for the next few years.  The City had $1.336 million in outstanding 

debt in the Water Fund at the end of 2014.  The cash balance in the Sewer fund is healthy; however the 

outstanding debt is larger at $3.39 million.  In 2015, the Sewer debt payment will be about $420,000 and will 

remain at that level for a number of years.  The City completed a utility rate study in 2011, with a tiered rate 

system going into effect in January 2012.  Audit staff recommends that rates continue to be reviewed annually to 

ensure they are sufficient to cover operating expenses, annual scheduled debt payments, and future project costs.  

Discussion has been held at a staff level about conducting another rate study in the  near future, as the current 

study will be expiring soon.   

 

Council reviewed upcoming GASB requirements, as identified on pages 14 - 16 in the management letter.   Vos 

noted that for audit year 2015, there will be significant reporting changes regarding the accounting and financial 

reporting by local governments for employee pensions, according to GASB 68.   

 

Vos thanked the Council for their continued faith in AEM to complete audit services.  He also commented that 

City staff is extremely helpful with all aspects of the audit and stated that overall the audit is a positive 

experience.  Staff has good processes in place and the audit was completed in a reasonable amount of time.  City 

staff is always prepared for field work and works through things very well with the audit team.  All the requested 

information was well put together and easily accessible by AEM staff.    
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While conducting field work in April, Vos and Ebensteiner discussed with staff the completion of a long term 

financial plan to assist in financing future capital improvement and road projects.  The plan would identify capital 

needs and funding sources for large future projects.  Staff recommends Council consider completing a long-term 

financial plan in the near future.   

 

Nathe/Mathison unanimous to accept the 2014 Audit Report and Financial Statements as presented and 

approve the submission of said reports to the Office of the State Auditor by AEM, as recommended by 

staff.   

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Potential Broadband Service Connection 

Administrator Piasecki reported that staff has held discussions with the Information Technology Department from 

the City of Elk River regarding the potential to connect city buildings to a fiber optic line proposed to be installed 

in County Highway 45 in 2015.  The line is being installed to connect the ISD 728 schools in Zimmerman and Elk 

River, with additional connections possibly extended to City and County facilities in Zimmerman.  Connection to 

this line would provide broadband service for all the City’s computer and communication needs.  Cost estimates 

and grant funding opportunities are being researched with additional information to be provided by Zimmerman 

and Elk River staff in the near future.  No action taken. 

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

 

Mayor Earenfight identified the following upcoming events: 

 May 21 – Zimmerman Steering Committee Meeting – ZHS/ZMS Media Center 

 May 21 – 25 – Wild West Days activities throughout the City 

 June 12 – Zimmerman Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament at Princeton Golf Course 

 June 27 --  Zimmerman/Livonia Fire District Golf Tournament at Fairway Shores Golf Course 

 

Mayor Earenfight asked for a moment of silence in honor of US Military Personnel.    

 

Mayor Earenfight declared a recess at 8:25 p.m. and reconvened the meeting at the Civic Building, 25850 Main 

Street, Zimmerman, at 8:35 p.m.  Council and staff reviewed the existing building and surrounding City property 

to consider potential additions to or the expansion of the building to include more space and uses, such as a 

commercial kitchen, community room, etc.  No action taken.   

 

Mathison/Nathe unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.  Motion carried.   

 

Approved this 1st day of June, 2015. 

 

 

 

s/s Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 


