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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2012 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. at City Hall by Mayor Earenfight, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Mayor Earenfight, Council Members Kowalski, Laney and Mathison.  

Member Brisbin was excused absent.  Also present were Administrator Piasecki, 

Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann and Engineer Bittner.     

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Kowalski/Mathison unanimous to approve the agenda with the following 

changes: 

 Public Works Report – remove discussion on Fire Roof/Interior Repairs 

 Public Works Report – add discussion on re-keying City Buildings   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Mathison/Laney to approve the meeting minutes of the March 5, 2012 

Regular City Council Meeting as presented. 

   

CONSENT AGENDA  Mathison/Laney unanimous to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #34023 - #34059) in the amount of $36,638.31 and electronic 

payments (e-check #754 - #759) in the amount of $29,570.02 as presented.    

b. Approve the Investment/Funds Report for February, 2012 as presented by the Clerk/Treasurer.   

c. Approve the Monthly Budget Report for February, 2012 as presented by the Clerk/Treasurer.   

d. Adopt RESOLUTION #12-03-01 approving the Application for Exempt Permit for Zimmerman Ducks 

Unlimited, 12674 Fremont Avenue, Zimmerman to conduct a raffle to be held on April 27, 2012  as part of a 

banquet at the Zimmerman American Legion Post 560, 12674 Fremont Avenue, Zimmerman. 

e. Approve an event permit application for a 5K Run to be held on April 28, 2012, as requested by the 

Zimmerman High School Baseball Team, 25959 4
th
 Street West, with staging at the Zimmerman High School, 

and approve the closing of certain roads, identified on the map provided, for the duration of the event.   

 

OPEN FORUM There was no one present to address the Council during open forum.   

 

PARK BOARD REPORT 

 

Discussion was held regarding the repair or replacement of the Skate Park Equipment.   Public Works Director 

Horvath recommends selling the equipment as is, due to the cost to refurbish the equipment, which is 

approximately $4,000.   Public Works staff will install a half-court basketball court in that location instead.  And 

pursue another location for the skateboard park.  

 

Mathison/Kowalski unanimous to authorize staff to sell the skate park equipment, as recommended by the 

Park Board.   

 

Mathison/Laney unanimous to accept the minutes of the March 14, 2012 Park Board meeting as presented.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT  

 

Engineer Bittner was present to discuss the proposed project schedule for CSAH 4/Fremont Avenue 

reconstruction.  The proposed scheduled has been reviewed with the Sherburne County Highway Engineer and 
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they are comfortable with the schedule.  Staff proposes a public Open House on April 17, where people will be 

able to ask questions of both City and County staff regarding the project.   Bittner reiterated that no properties will 

be assessed for this project.  Bittner anticipates plans and specs will be presented to the Council on May 7, with 

bids opened on May 31 and awarded on June 4.  Construction will begin sometime in July.   

 

Council accepted the schedule for the 2012 Fremont Avenue (CSAH 4) Street and Watermain 

Improvement project by unanimous consensus as presented.     

 

Proposal to Re-Key City Buildings 

Administrator Piasecki reported that Public Works Director Horvath has requested proposals to re-key all City 

buildings.  The current key system is about 12 years old with multiple locks, keys, groups and users, and several 

locks that have worn out.  The proposal is for $2,400, and the expense would be shared across all City 

departments.  

 

Mathison/Kowalski unanimous to accept the proposal from Lockstar Locksmith Service and approve the 

re-keying of all City facilities, at a cost of $2,385, with the expense to be shared across all City Departments.     

 

FINANCE REPORT – Presented by Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann 

As a result of the recent Legislative re-districting, the City Council must re-establishing precinct boundaries and 

designating new polling locations for the 2012 Elections.  Staff is proposing a change in polling places for both 

voting precincts due to concerns about parking and accessibility at Zimmerman High School.   For 2012, staff has 

secured approval from the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners to utilize the Sheriff’s Department Public 

Safety Building as the polling place for Precinct 1, and the use of Zimmerman Evangelical Free Church as the 

polling place for Precinct 2.  Both locations have been evaluated for accessibility and parking, and will meet the 

needs of the City for 2012 and future election years.     

 

RESOLUTION #12-03-02 Kowalski/Laney unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #12-03-02, establishing 

precinct boundaries and designating polling places in the City of 

Zimmerman for the 2012 Primary and General Elections as follows, and as 

recommended by staff: 

 

 Precinct 1 – That part of the City lying north of County Road 4 voting at the 

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department Substation, 26750 – 5
th

 Street West, 

Zimmerman 

  

 Precinct 2 – That part of the City lying south of County Road 4, voting at 

Zimmerman Evangelical Free Church, located at  25620 – 4
th

 Street West, 

Zimmerman 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Presented by Administrator Piasecki 

 

Editorial Analysis of Re-Codification 

Piasecki presented a draft ordinance relating to public nuisance regulations, which will superseded and replace 

existing code language once adopted. Attorney Mattick has reviewed the draft ordinance and will be present at a 

future Council meeting to discuss the draft regulations.   Staff has also provided the draft to the Sheriff’s 

Department for review and comment.   No action taken.   
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MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

 

Upcoming Events 

The Zimmerman Chamber of Commerce Business Expo was held on Saturday, March 17, at the Freshwaters 

United Methodist Church.  Mayor Earenfight congratulated the Chamber on a well done event and thanked staff 

for putting the City’s booth together.  The Community Guide came out in the mail last week and distributed to the 

all properties in the 55398 zip code.  Copies are also available at City Hall.   

 

Passing the Bread will hold a Food Distribution event on Saturday, March 31, from 8 – 10 a.m. at the Sherburne 

County Public Safety Building.    

 

The Local Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting for the City of Zimmerman will be held on Monday, April 2 

at 9:00 a.m. at City Hall.  Questions can be directed to the Sherburne County Assessor’s Office. 

 

Before adjourning, Mayor Earenfight asked for a moment of silence in honor of US military personnel.   

 

Mathison/Kowalski unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.   Motion carried.   

 

Approved this 2nd day of April, 2012. 

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 


